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Ellen White used three "love" terms to describe the counterfeit philosophy of spiritualism that 
was leading many Seventh-day Adventists into apostasy in the years 1903 and 1904. Since "God 
is love" (1 John 4:8, 16), this philosophy must be a counterfeit "love" that appears very much 
like the genuine, discernable only by supernatural assistance from the Source of genuine love. 
This is a brief collection of five source documents for these terms, documents written from 
October 1903 through April 1904. Consider carefully the lessons in these counsels. Pray for 
divine wisdom to discern the difference between God's "changeless love" (see 1888 1336.2) and 
this counterfeit. 
 
Locations of terms: 
 
Free-Lovism: 9 hits in EGW; free-loveism 2 hits; freelovism: 1 hit; freeloveism: 1 hit 
21MR 172.3 "apostasy, spiritualism, free-lovism", is Letter 230, 1903 EGW to EJW, 

1903/10/02, called "The Danger of False Views About God"; also 3MR 351.3 (free-
loveism); 8MR 304.2 (freelovism) 

11MR 248.1 "doctrines led to free-loveism" in MR "Pantheism and the Alpha of Heresies" from 
Letter 265, 1903 EGW to JHK & Associates 

RH, January 21, 1904 par. 4 "ideas, some of which led to free-lovism" in "Beward of Fanciful 
Doctrines" (she published this earlier in PUR, December 31, 1903 par. 4; full article appears 
identical); also Ev 600.1; Mar 134.2; BCL 97.3 (all but par. 3)  

8T292.3 "apostasy, spiritualism, free-lovism" in section "Pantheistic Theories"; also Ev 602.3; 
1MCP 306.2; NL 54.3 

 
Free-Love: 10 hits in EGW (no "freelove") 
21MR 172.3 "free-love tendencies", is Letter 230, 1903 EGW to EJW, 1903/10/02 (see above); 

also 3MR 351.3; 8MR 304.2 
8T292.3 "free love tendency" (see above); also Ev 602.3; 1MCP 306.2; NL 54.3 [+header] 
SW, April 5, 1904 par. 4 "doctrine of spiritual free-love" in "Present Truth"; also 2SM 26.2 
 
Unholy Spiritual Love: 6 hits in EGW 
21MR 172.3 "call it unholy spiritual love", is Letter 230, 1903 EGW to EJW, 1903/10/02 (see 

above); also 3MR 351.3 
8T292.3 "call it unholy spiritual love" (see above); also Ev 602.3; 1MCP 306.2; NL 54.3 



 
Summary of Sources: 
 
 Free Lovism Free Love Unholy Spiritual Love 
1903/10/02 21MR 172.3 "The Danger 

of False Views About God" 
21MR 172.3 21MR 172.3 

1903/11/26 11MR 248.1 "Pantheism 
and the Alpha of Heresies" 

  

1904/01/21 RH, January 21, 1904 par. 4 
"Beward of Fanciful 
Doctrines" 

  

1904/03 8T292.3 section 
"Pantheistic Theories" 

8T292.3 8T292.3 

1904/04/05  SW, April 5, 1904 par. 4 
"Present Truth" 

 

 
Notes: 
 
1. The above dates begin about 6 months after The Living Temple was published by Dr Kellogg 
(see 5BIO 292.3). 
2. The first two documents are letters in 1903: first to E. J. Waggoner (Letter 230, 1903) and 
second to J. H. Kellogg and associates (Letter 265, 1903). 
3. Last three are public article published in 1904. 
4. See connections to counterfeit love in Ken Mathews' document "moral influence theory 
document 11-14-14.docx". 
 
1903/10/02 
 
21MR 172.3 
MR No. 1534 - The Danger of False Views About God [Letter 230, 1903] 
 
(Written October 2, 1903, from "Elmshaven," Sanitarium, California, to Dr. Ellet J. Waggoner.)  
 

I beseech you by the mercy of God to be on your guard. To you and to other ministers and 
teachers the Lord says, "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith." The world is full of 
speculation and false theories regarding the nature and character of God. The enemy of our souls 
is earnestly at work to introduce among the Lord's people pleasing speculation and incorrect 
views regarding the personality of God.  {21MR 171.1}   

The fables that are being accepted and taught by some of our medical writers are not to be 
accepted as the truth of God. It will soon be discerned that they originate with the great apostate, 
who works as an angel of light, influencing minds by a deception so subtle that he would 
deceive, if possible, the very elect.  {21MR 171.2}   

I am authorized to say to you that some of the sentiments regarding the personality of God, as 
found in the book Living Temple, are opposed to the truths revealed in the Word of God. Yet 
many physicians and teachers are inclined to accept these fanciful ideas of God. To these I say, 
Awake to a sense of your danger.  {21MR 171.3}   



It has been presented to me that Satan is working in ways that man does not expect. At times 
he puts on the robes of an angel of light, and many receive him as such a being. If we will link 
ourselves closely with Christ, Satan will have no power to overcome us. As we draw near to 
God, He draws near to us and lifts up a standard for us against the enemy.  {21MR 171.4}   

I have been shown that some, even of those who are teachers of the Word of God, are in 
great danger of being overcome. I saw some linking their arms in the arm of Satan, while he 
talked most earnestly with them, telling them of the many things that needed to be changed in the 
church. Afterward his words were repeated by those to whom he had talked. They were delighted 
with what seemed to them to be clearer perception and better methods of working.  {21MR 
171.5}   

I say to all, Be on your guard, for as an angel of light Satan is walking in every assembly of 
Christian workers, and in every church, trying to win the members to his side. I am bidden to 
give to the people of God the warning, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked."  {21MR 171.6}   

Had God desired to be represented as dwelling personally in the things of nature--in the 
flower, the tree, the spear of grass--would not Christ have spoken of this to His disciples? To 
take the works of God, and represent them to be God, is a fearful misrepresentation. This 
misrepresentation of God I was called upon to oppose at the beginning of my work, when the 
Lord sent me forth to proclaim the message that He should give me to speak.  {21MR 172.1}  

My labors on this line began when I was seventeen years old, and since then I have been over 
the ground again and again. Case after case has been presented to me, and the power of God has 
rested on me as I have stood before large assemblies and called out the names of those who were 
entertaining false views, telling them where such views would lead them if they did not change.  
{21MR 172.2}   

I have seen the results of these fanciful views of God in apostasy, spiritualism, free-lovism. 
The free-love tendencies of these teachings were so concealed that it was difficult to present 
them in their real character. Until the Lord presented it to me I knew not what to call it, but I was 
instructed to call it unholy spiritual love.  {21MR 172.3}   

I am warned that we are not to talk of God as He is spoken of in Living Temple. The 
sentiments there expressed are a dishonor to His greatness and His majesty. God forbid that our 
ministers should entertain these ideas. For myself, I take my stand firmly against them. And I 
entreat you to accept the message that I bear to you. I ask you to arouse to your danger. Who by 
searching can find out God?  {21MR 172.4}   

The theory that He is an essence, pervading everything, is one of Satan's most subtle devices. 
I warn you to beware of being led to accept theories leading to any such view. I tell you, my 
brother, that the most spiritual-minded Christians are liable to be deceived by these beautiful, 
seducing, flattering theories. But in the place of honoring God, these theories, in the minds of 
those who receive them, bring Him down to a low level, where He is nothingness.  {21MR 
172.5}   

We have a compassionate God, but He will not be trifled with. He will not be dishonored, 
and make no sign. May the danger into which some of our teachers have fallen lead them to 
guard their feet carefully, that they shall not wander again upon Satan's ground. Let them walk 
humbly with God.  {21MR 172.6}   

It is those who have had the most light that Satan seeks the most assiduously to ensnare. He 
knows that if he can deceive them, they can, under his control, clothe sin with the garments of 
righteousness, and lead many astray. God grant that our teachers may see and understand this, 
their great danger, and that they may recover themselves from the snare of Satan, and put forth 



redoubled efforts to save others who are exposed.  {21MR 172.7}   
My brother, do not try to reason in regard to the errors that the enemy presents. If you will 

receive the testimony of the Lord, reading His Word with a teachable heart, and refusing to put 
Scripture on the side of error to maintain falsehood, you will believe that I speak the truth, as a 
messenger of God. But if you allow the author of error to get between you and the Word, your 
mind will bear his impress.  {21MR 173.1}   

If you will believe the message that I bear you, you will see your danger. You can then put 
on the gospel shoes and walk in the pathway of truth, following the true Shepherd, who knows 
His sheep by name and calls them to follow Him.  {21MR 173.2}   

There is a strain of spiritualism coming in among our people, and it will undermine the faith 
of those who give place to it, leading them to give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of 
devils. I have seen the arch-deceiver tempting several of our ministers, teachers, and medical 
workers, presenting fanciful theories to them in a most subtle and charming manner, to wean 
their affection from those whom they should love and cherish. He shows them charming pictures 
of women whom they have found congenial, suggesting that in the future life they will be united 
to the one who is so congenial and whom they will ever love throughout the ages of eternity.  
{21MR 173.3}   

My message to our teachers is, If you hold such views you need to be taught the first 
principles of the truth. You need to stand where you know that you are not departing from the 
faith and giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. When you break the spell that is 
upon you, and become teachable, you will escape from Satan's snare. Through humility and 
reconversion you will again be adopted into the family of God.  {21MR 173.4}   

To all who are thus tempted I would say, I want to see you standing free before God. I want 
to see you sound in the faith, holding the beginning of your confidence firm unto the end. Leave 
every false issue alone. We cannot do our seed-sowing too carefully, for we are sowing for 
eternity.--Letter 230, 1903. {21MR 173.5} 

 
 
1903/11/26 
MR No. 896 - Pantheism and the Alpha of Heresies [Letter 265, 1903, EGW to JHK & 
Associates] 
 

The difficulties that have arisen have been very hard to meet, and they are far from being 
settled yet. One, and another, and still another are presented to me as having been led to accept 
the pleasing fables that mean the sanctification of sin. Living Temple contains the alpha of a 
train of heresies. There heresies are similar to those that I met in my first labors in connection 
with the cause in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, then in Boston, Roxbury, New Bedford, and 
other parts of Massachusetts. Through them the evil one worked upon the minds of men and 
women.  {11MR 247.1}   

There was a Mrs. Minor, who had been to Jerusalem. When she returned she advocated some 
of these sentimental, spiritualistic [SPIRITUALISM AS HERE USED REFERS TO A 
METHOD OF INTERPRETATION EMPLOYED AFTER THE GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT 
OF OCTOBER 22, 1844, WHEREBY PLAIN TRUTHS OF THE BIBLE WERE 
SPIRITUALIZED AWAY.] sophistries. She invited me to visit her and relate what the Lord 
shown me. Brother Nichols took my sister and self to her home in Roxbury, where we found a 
company of about twenty assembled. Among them were brethren and sisters whom I loved and 



highly esteemed. They had believed the testimonies that I had borne to the people. But they had 
been led astray by spiritualistic ideas which were nothing less than a love-sick sentimentalism. 
The power of God came upon me as I warned them of their dangers, and some said they had 
never expected to see so much of the blessing of God this side of the Eden above. I bore them a 
message similar to the message I have been bearing for the last two months. I was instructed that 
the ideas they had accepted were but the alpha of a great deception. I had to meet similar 
delusions in Portsmouth and in Boston.  {11MR 247.2}  

These doctrines led to free-loveism, and my heart was sorely grieved as I saw the result they 
brought to those who accepted them. One family who for years had lived happily together was 
broken up. A man and his wife, well advanced in years, were separated. The husband left his 
wife and children, and established other family relations. We seemed to be able to do nothing to 
break the spell upon these persons. The precious truths of the Bible had no influence over them.  
{11MR 248.1}   

This same hypnotic influence is seen working among our people today. Ever since my return 
to America a heavy burden has rested upon me. Everywhere I see the power of the enemy. Were 
it not for the armies of the Lord's host, led by Michael, the destruction that Satan would be 
pleased to witness would come to the people of God. They would be discomfited and brought to 
shame. But the Lord will work for His people. He will not suffer them to be defeated.  {11MR 
248.2}   

We have a most solemn work to do. I have been instructed that some of our ministering 
brethren are working with clouded vision. They see men as trees walking.  {11MR 248.3}   

Unless Brethren Jones, Tenney, Waggoner, and others who have been flattered by the leaders 
of the medical work are especially worked by the Holy Spirit, they will never see things as they 
are. It is hard for those who have been charmed by seductive, flattering, soul-destroying theories 
to see where these theories will lead, or to discern, wherein their spiritual eyesight has been 
defective.  {11MR 248.4}   

Dr. Kellogg has been beguiled by beautiful, philosophical theories that are contrary to the 
truth. He is standing as a guide and instructor of youth. But for a long time he has been presented 
to me as a man walking in strange paths. He has not been working with the Lord. If his blind 
eyes could be anointed with the heavenly eyesalve, and he would then look at himself in the 
moral looking glass, he would see his sad condition and understand that unless he breaks his 
heart before God, and makes an entire reformation, he will surely receive of the judgments of 
God. The Lord will not forever bear with his perversity.  {11MR 249.1}   

I am instructed to say that Dr. Kellogg is not yet soundly converted, and cannot be until by 
genuine faith he receives Christ as his Saviour. He needs to feel the divine power that will work 
in him the change of heart represented in the Scriptures as the new birth. Neither his words nor 
his actions can be depended on. He is surrounded by circumstances that tend to stimulate his 
pride and increase his vanity. He does not see his peril, nor does he see the dangerous path which 
he has been following.  {11MR 249.2}   

If he were openly united with the world, his course would be less dangerous to the people of 
God.  {11MR 249.3}   

God reads the heart. He understands the motives which cannot be discerned by men. The 
question was asked by one of authority, "How can God accept such a man, though his 
professions and his assertions be ever so strong?" For a long time he has been deceived by the 
enemy. After the South Lancaster Conference, [THE 1899 GENERAL CONFERENCE 
SESSION WAS HELD AT SOUTH LANCASTER, MA.] he was for a time in the valley of 



decision, but since he decided what course he would pursue he has been making many false 
paths for his feet.  {11MR 249.4}  

His course in urging the adoption of binding agreements, and in leaning upon the arm of the 
law instead of upon the arm of God, has led him farther and farther from the truth. Yet the Lord 
says, "Let him now accept My word. If he will wear My yoke he shall be My chosen physician, 
My human helper."  {11MR 250.1}   

At the time of the General Conference in Battle Creek, [THE 1901 GENERAL 
CONFERENCE SESSION WAS HELD AT BATTLE CREEK, MI.] the Lord mercifully gave 
him another opportunity to change his course. He has waited for him to humble his heart. All 
obstructions were removed, even those that his own course had built up. But he was again 
deceived by the flatteries and sophistries of the enemy. Last spring he began a work of 
repentance. But he did not make thorough work.  {11MR 250.2}  

The Lord has a message for Dr. Kellogg. Holding up the Bible, one of authority said to him, 
"On this Book shalt thou meditate day and night. Then you will have much less confidence in 
your own wisdom and methods, and in the agreements and arrangements that you have 
formulated. You have greatly dishonored God. But He gives you another invitation. If you hear 
and obey His word, you will have power to become one of the sons of God. Make straight paths 
for your feet, lest the lame be turned out of the way. Unless in the cares of your accumulated 
responsibilities you take God as your guide, you will continue to act a part displeasing to God, 
and the blood of souls will be charged to your account. {11MR 250.3}  

"The Word of God is to be a lamp to your feet. That precious, sacred Word, is not to be 
appealed to to uphold any spiritualistic, philosophical views regarding God, for He is dishonored 
by such views.  {11MR 251.1}   

"No greater deception could be presented to the minds of men than the representation you 
have made of God in the pleasing fables you have advocated. Souls will be lost through the 
sowing of the sentiments found in Living Temple. In presenting error you have united with the 
prince of darkness in his work of seducing souls to eternal ruin.  {11MR 251.2}   

"The influence you have obtained with worldlings is not the credit to you that you have 
supposed it to be. Unless you change, decidedly change, your life will be a savor of death unto 
death instead of a savor of life unto life.  {11MR 251.3}   

"Make the Word of God the man of your counsel. It will be a lamp unto your feet, and a light 
unto your path. Study the Word to see what God has revealed in regard to who He is. He is 'the 
Almighty,' 'from everlasting,' an unerring Guide. Upon whom else would you venture to depend 
in times of difficulty? What folly could be greater than to set aside the wisdom of God, and 
accept the wisdom of him who fell from his exalted position in heaven as a covering cherub, and 
who has become the head of an apostate race? Will you unite with the arch-deceiver? Will you 
receive his deceptive falsehoods? Shall it continue to be said of you, 'Thou art weighed in the 
balances of the sanctuary, and art found wanting'?"  {11MR 251.4}   

My brother, heed the invitation of Christ, "Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I 
am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls" (Matthew 11:29). Your 
safety depends on linking up with Christ, and learning from Him. {11MR 251.5}   

You have much to unlearn. Your example has not been in harmony with the example of 
Christ. You could do nothing more objectionable than to put aside the wisdom of God, and set up 
your own ideas as of greatest merit for healing diseased bodies and souls, belittling and 
disparaging the remedy prescribed by the eternal God, and superseding the divine instruction.  
{11MR 252.1}   



God is in earnest with you. You have sought to set aside God's revealed will, teaching for 
doctrine the opinions and the speculations of finite human agencies through whom Satan works 
to destroy. Let the Word of God be your lesson book. Guided by it, you will be led to think 
wisely; you will reveal steadfastness of purpose; and you will build upon the true foundation.  
{11MR 252.2}   

If you are transformed, and your character is formed after the character of Christ, it will be 
pleasing to God for you to remain in a position of responsibility. If you refuse to be transformed, 
if you look to men of the world, and cherish worldly ambition, turning from God to human 
beings, you will become an instrument of deception in the hands of Satan until at last you will 
have no power to break away from the snare. If you continue to work as you have been working, 
you will become one of the chief of sinners. But the eternal God has thoughts of mercy toward 
you, and He will abundantly pardon you through Jesus Christ if you will repent and turn to Him 
with full purpose of heart.  {11MR 252.3}   

Christ does not want you to lose your soul. He wants you to take hold of His saving grace, 
that He may do a thorough work in your heart. Now is your opportunity to decide whether you 
will have eternal life or eternal death. It will be a tremendous struggle for you to make a 
thorough work of repentance. Those who have not seen the inwardness of your character will 
flatter and sympathize with you, seeking to establish you in your sins.  {11MR 252.4}   

To such a man as Dr. Paulson the reception of spiritualistic ideas means much more than it 
can ever mean to you. When he realizes how near he has come to making shipwreck of his faith, 
when he sees that he has been giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, it may cost 
him his life. He will ever feel the wound. It is hard for you, but tenfold harder for such men as 
Dr. Paulson to recover from the shock.  {11MR 253.1}   

My heart is heavily burdened over these matters. The knowledge of what these things will 
mean to you unless you change has induced me to urge you to become intelligent in regard to 
your condition, and to take your position for the truth.--Letter 265, 1903, pp. 1-7. (To Dr. J. H. 
Kellogg and His Associates, November 26, 1903.) {11MR 253.2} 
 
1904/01/21 
 
RH, January 21, 1904 par. 4 
 
January 21, 1904 Beware of Fanciful Doctrines 

I have been instructed to say that it is not new and fanciful doctrines which the people of God 
need. They do not need suppositions, which can not be sustained by the Word of God. They need 
the testimony of men who know the truth, men who understand and obey the charge given to 
Timothy: "Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
long-suffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all 
things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry." 2 
Timothy 4:2-5.  {RH, January 21, 1904 par. 1}   

In some instances men have been turned away from the truth to listen to fables. Efforts were 
made to set right those thus deceived, but some had drunk so deeply from the polluted fountain, 
and had become so impregnated with false impressions, that it was impossible to undeceive 
them. They had come to believe that it was more profitable to eat of the food offered in the 



strange doctrines presented, than to eat of the food contained in the Word of God.  {RH, January 
21, 1904 par. 2}   

Brethren, look well to the character of your religion. Do not forget that Christ is to be your 
pattern in all things. You may be sure that his religion is not a sensational religion. A religion of 
this kind I learned to dread in my very earliest experience in the cause of present truth. I was at 
that time, before I was seventeen years old, bidden to warn those who were cherishing fanciful 
ideas, and who declared that their strange movements were inspired of God.  {RH, January 21, 
1904 par. 3}   

In New Hampshire there were those who were active in disseminating false ideas in regard to 
God. Light was given me that these men were making the truth of no effect by their ideas, some 
of which led to free-lovism. I was shown that these men were seducing souls by presenting 
speculative theories regarding God.  {RH, January 21, 1904 par. 4}   

I went to the place where they were working, and opened before them what they were doing. 
The Lord gave me strength to lay plainly before them the danger of their course. Among other 
views, they held that those once sanctified could not sin, and this they were presenting as gospel 
food. Their false theories, with their burden of deceptive influence, were working great harm to 
themselves and to others. They were gaining a spiritualistic power over those who could not see 
the evil of these beautifully clothed theories. Great evils had already resulted. The doctrine that 
all were holy had led to the belief that the affections of the sanctified were never in danger of 
leading astray. The result of this belief was the fulfilment of the evil desires of hearts which, 
though professedly sanctified, were far from purity of thought and practise.  {RH, January 21, 
1904 par. 5}   

This is only one of the instances in which I was called upon to rebuke those who were 
presenting the doctrine of an impersonal god diffused through nature, and the doctrine of holy 
flesh.  {RH, January 21, 1904 par. 6}   

In the future, truth will be counterfeited by the precepts of men. Deceptive theories will be 
presented as safe doctrines. False science is one of the agencies that Satan used in the heavenly 
courts, and it is used by him today. The false assertions that he made to the angels, his subtle 
scientific theories, led many of them from loyalty. And, having lost their place in heaven, they 
prepared temptations for our first parents. Adam and Eve yielded to the enemy, and by their 
disobedience, humanity was estranged from God, and the earth was separated from heaven.  
{RH, January 21, 1904 par. 7}  

Christ pledged himself to bridge the gulf that sin had made. Thus he became the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. He shows us the path that leads to heaven, and promises to impart his 
efficiency to every one who believes on him. He came to our world to reveal, not a mixture of 
truth and error, but the pure truth of God. All error is misleading, even though clothed with 
garments of heavenly beauty.  {RH, January 21, 1904 par. 8}   

The character and power of God are revealed by the work of his hands. In the natural world 
are to be seen evidences of the love and goodness of God. These tokens are given to call 
attention from nature to nature's God, that his "eternal power and Godhead" may be understood.  
{RH, January 21, 1904 par. 9}   

Pantheistic theories are not sustained by the Word of God. The light of his truth shows that 
these theories are soul-destroying agencies. Darkness is their element, sensuality their sphere. 
They gratify the natural heart, and give leeway to inclination. Separation from God is the result 
of accepting them.  {RH, January 21, 1904 par. 10}   

Christ calls upon his people to believe and practise his Word. Those who receive and 



assimilate this Word, making it a part of every action, of every attribute of character, will grow 
strong in the strength of God. It will be seen that their faith is of heavenly origin. Before angels 
and before men, they will stand as those who have strong, consistent Christian characters. They 
will not wander into strange paths. Their minds will not turn to a religion of sentimentalism and 
excitement.  {RH, January 21, 1904 par. 11}   

I beseech those who are laboring for God not to accept the spurious for the genuine. We have 
a whole Bible full of the most precious truth. We have no need for supposition or false 
excitement. In the golden censer of truth, as presented in Christ's teachings, we have that which 
will convict and convert souls. Present in the simplicity of Christ the truths that he came to this 
world to proclaim, and the power of your message will make itself felt. Do not present theories 
or tests that have no foundation in the Bible. We have grand solemn tests to present. "It is 
written" is the test that must be brought home to every one.  {RH, January 21, 1904 par. 12}   

Walk firmly, decidedly, your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. God has 
not laid upon any one the burden of encouraging an appetite for strange, odd doctrines and 
theories. My brethren, keep these things out of your teaching. Do not allow them to enter into 
your experience. Do not let your life-work be marred by them.  {RH, January 21, 1904 par. 13}   

The minds of the Jewish teachers were filled with maxims and suppositions. They interpreted 
the Word to mean that which God never designed it to mean, enforcing their oddities on the 
common people.  {RH, January 21, 1904 par. 14}   

A warning against such teaching is found in Paul's letter to the Colossians. The apostle 
declares that the hearts of the believers were to be "knit together in love, and unto all riches of 
the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the 
Father, and of Christ; in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. And this I 
say," he continues, "least any man should beguile you with enticing words. . . . As ye have 
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him, rooted and built up in him, and 
stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest 
any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power." Colossians 
2:2-10.  {RH, January 21, 1904 par. 15}   

I am instructed to say to our people, Let us follow Christ. We may safely discard all ideas 
that are not included in his teaching. I appeal to our ministers to be sure that their feet are placed 
on the platform of eternal truth. Beware how you follow impulse, calling it the Holy Spirit. Some 
are in danger in this respect. I call upon them to be sound in the faith, able to give every one who 
asks a reason of the hope that is in them.  {RH, January 21, 1904 par. 16}   

Into the hearts of many who have been long in the truth there has entered a hard, judicial 
spirit. They are sharp, critical, fault-finding. They have climbed into the judgment seat to 
pronounce sentence on those who do not meet their ideas. God calls upon them to come down, 
and bow before him in repentance, confessing their sins. He says to them, "I have somewhat 
against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove 
thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent." Revelation 2:4, 5. They are striving for the 
first place, and by their words and acts they make many hearts sore.  {RH, January 21, 1904 par. 
17}   

Against this spirit, and against the false religion of sentimentalism, which is equally 
dangerous, I bear my warning. Take heed, brethren and sisters. Who is your leader--Christ, or the 



angel who fell from heaven? Are you sound in the faith? My prayer for you all is that God would 
grant you "according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the 
inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in 
love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all 
the fulness of God." Ephesians 3:16-19. {RH, January 21, 1904 par. 18} 
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Pantheistic Theories  
 

Already there are coming in among our people spiritualistic teachings that will undermine the 
faith of those who give heed to them. The theory that God is an essence pervading all nature is 
one of Satan's most subtle devices. It misrepresents God and is a dishonor to His greatness and 
majesty.  {8T 291.1}   

Pantheistic theories are not sustained by the word of God. The light of His truth shows that 
these theories are soul-destroying agencies. Darkness is their element, sensuality their sphere. 
They gratify the natural heart and give license to inclination. Separation from God is the result of 
accepting them.  {8T 291.2}   

Our condition through sin has become preternatural, and the power that restores us must be 
supernatural, else it has no value. There is but one power that can break the hold of evil from the 
hearts of men, and that is the power of God in Jesus Christ. Only through the blood of the 
Crucified One is there cleansing from sin. His grace alone can enable us to resist and subdue the 
tendencies of our fallen nature. This power the spiritualistic theories concerning God make of no 
effect. If God is an essence pervading all nature, then He dwells in all men; and in order to attain 
holiness, man has only to develop the power that is within him.  {8T 291.3}   

These theories, followed to their logical conclusion, sweep away the whole Christian 
economy. They do away with the necessity for the atonement and make man his own savior. 
These theories regarding God make His word of no effect, and those who accept them are in 
great danger of being led finally to look upon the whole Bible as a fiction. They may regard 
virtue as better than vice; but God being removed from His position of sovereignty, they place 
their dependence upon human power, which, without God, is worthless. The unaided human will 
has no real power to resist and overcome evil. The defenses of the soul are broken down. Man 
has no barrier against sin. When once the restraints of God's word and His Spirit are rejected, we 
know not to what depths one may sink.  {8T 291.4}   

Those who continue to hold these spiritualistic theories will surely spoil their Christian 
experience, sever their connection with God, and lose eternal life.  {8T 292.1}   

The sophistries regarding God and nature that are flooding the world with skepticism are the 
inspiration of the fallen foe, who is himself a Bible student, who knows the truth that it is 
essential for the people to receive, and whose study it is to divert minds from the great truths 
given to prepare them for what is coming upon the world.  {8T 292.2}   

I have seen the results of these fanciful views of God, in apostasy, spiritualism, and free-
lovism. The free love tendency of these teachings was so concealed that at first it was difficult to 
make plain its real character. Until the Lord presented it to me, I knew not what to call it, but I 



was instructed to call it unholy spiritual love.  {8T 292.3}  
  
Fanaticism After 1844  
 

After the passing of the time in 1844, we had fanaticism of every kind to meet. Testimonies 
of reproof were given me to bear to some holding spiritualistic theories.  {8T 292.4}   

There were those who were active in disseminating false ideas in regard to God. Light was 
given me that these men were making the truth of no effect by their false teachings. I was 
instructed that they were misleading souls by presenting speculative theories regarding God.  
{8T 292.5}   

I went to the place where they were and opened before them the nature of their work. The 
Lord gave me strength to lay plainly before them their danger. Among other views they held that 
those who were once sanctified could not sin. Their false teaching was working great harm to 
themselves and to others. They were gaining a spiritualistic power over those who could not see 
the evil of these beautifully clothed theories. The doctrine that all were holy had led to the belief 
that the affections of the sanctified would never lead astray. The result of this belief was the 
fulfillment of the evil desires of hearts that, though professedly sanctified, were far from purity 
of thought and life.  {8T 293.1}   

Ungodly teaching is followed by sinful practice. It is the seducing bait of the father of lies, 
and results in the impenitence of self-satisfied impurity.  {8T 293.2}   

This is only one of the instances in which I was called upon to rebuke those who were 
presenting the doctrine of an impersonal God pervading all nature, and similar errors.  {8T 
293.3}  
  
Past Experiences to be Repeated  
 

The experience of the past will be repeated. In the future, Satan's superstitions will assume 
new forms. Errors will be presented in a pleasing and flattering manner. False theories, clothed 
with garments of light, will be presented to God's people. Thus Satan will try to deceive, if 
possible, the very elect. Most seducing influences will be exerted; minds will be hypnotized.  
{8T 293.4}   

Corruptions of every type, similar to those existing among the antediluvians, will be brought 
in to take minds captive. The exaltation of nature as God, the unrestrained license of the human 
will, the counsel of the ungodly--these Satan uses as agencies to bring about certain ends. He will 
employ the power of mind over mind to carry out his designs. The most sorrowful thought of all 
is that under his deceptive influence men will have a form of godliness, without having a real 
connection with God. Like Adam and Eve, who ate the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, many are even now feeding upon the deceptive morsels of error.  {8T 293.5}   

Satanic agencies are clothing false theories in an attractive garb, even as Satan in the Garden 
of Eden concealed his identity from our first parents by speaking through the serpent. These 
agencies are instilling into human minds that which in reality is deadly error. The hypnotic 
influence of Satan will rest upon those who turn from the plain word of God to pleasing fables.  
{8T 294.1}   

It is those who have had the most light that Satan most assiduously seeks to ensnare. He 
knows that if he can deceive them, they will, under his control, clothe sin with garments of 
righteousness, and lead many astray.  {8T 294.2}   



I say to all: Be on your guard; for as an angel of light Satan is walking in every assembly of 
Christian workers, and in every church, trying to win the members to his side. I am bidden to 
give to the people of God the warning: "Be not deceived; God is not mocked." Galatians 6:7.  
{8T 294.3} 
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SW, April 5, 1904 Present Truth. 
 

Our people need to understand the reasons of our faith and our past experiences. How sad it 
is that so many of them apparently place unlimited confidence in men who present theories 
tending to uproot our past experiences and to remove the old landmarks! Those who can so 
easily be led by a false spirit show that they have been following the wrong captain for some 
time,--so long that they do not discern that they are departing from the faith, or that they are not 
building upon the true foundation. We need to urge all to put on their spiritual eye-glasses, to 
have their eyes anointed that they may see clearly and discern the true pillars of the faith. Then 
they will know that "the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth 
them that are his." We need to revive the old evidences of the faith once delivered to the saints.  
{SW, April 5, 1904 par. 1}   

Every conceivable fanciful and deceptive doctrine will be presented by men who think that 
they have the truth. Some are now teaching that children will be born in the new earth. Is this 
present truth? Who has inspired these men to present such a theory? Did the Lord give any one 
such views?-- No; those things which are revealed are for us and our children, but upon subjects 
not revealed, and having naught to do with our salvation, silence is eloquence. These strange 
ideas should not even be mentioned, much less taught as essential truths.  {SW, April 5, 1904 
par. 2}   

We have reached a time when things are to be called by their right name. As we did in the 
earlier days, we must arise, and, under the Spirit of God, rebuke the work of deception. Some of 
the sentiments now expressed are the alpha of some of the most fanatical ideas that could be 
presented. Teachings similar to those we had to meet soon after 1844 are being taught by some 
who occupy important positions in the work of God.  {SW, April 5, 1904 par. 3}   

In New Hampshire, in Vermont, and in other places we had to resist the stealthy, deceptive 
work of fanaticism. Presumptuous sins were committed, and unholy lusts were freely indulged 
by some, under the cloak of sanctification. The doctrine of spiritual free-love was advocated. We 
saw the fulfilment of the scripture "that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils."  {SW, April 5, 1904 par. 4}   

Men standing in responsible positions have presented in subtle scientific words their human 
ideas of God. Will those who have been deceived by the art of the great deceiver now make a 
decided change? O, that they might realize how they have dishonored God!  {SW, April 5, 1904 
par. 5}   

But I take no pleasure in dwelling upon these matters. The Lord has a care for his sheep, and 
he will not permit them to be deceived and destroyed. We must all make a determined effort to 
save the souls of those who have been deceived.  

Mrs. E. G. White. {SW, April 5, 1904 par. 6} 


