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• Health is vitally connected with two lessons about 
the flow of love. Consider them briefly, then in 
detail: 

• 1. God is the only Source of love. We must never 
put anyone or anything else in the place of God.  

• 2. We were created to be conduits of love. We 
must not try to be its source, nor its barrier.

Love From and To

If we do, we will suffer loss and get sick.

If we do, we will create loss and get sick.



• Jesus: “I … abide in His love” (John 15:10) 

• “Abide” does not mean “go there”, but “stay 
there.” 

• As His statement was not, “I must get into His 
love” because He was already there by God’s 
action—(love comes from Him)—, so when He is 
present, the command is not “Make your light 
shine,” but, “Let it”—(love goes to others).

Love From and To



• “Jesus did not bid the disciples, ‘Strive to make 
your light shine;’ He said, ‘Let it shine.’ If Christ is 
dwelling in the heart, it is impossible to conceal the 
light of His presence. If those who profess to be 
followers of Christ are not the light of the world, it is 
because the vital power has left them; if they have 
no light to give, it is because they have no 
connection with the Source of light.”  {MB 41.1} 
[emphases supplied throughout] 

• Light = the giving nature of love

Love From and To



• Love’s main dynamic appears to be faith: 

• “Love … believes all things” (1 Cor. 13:7) (verb 
form of faith) = See what can be in God’s plan. 

• This faith comes from the Source of love 
(dependent faith), teaching one how to pass on 
to those in need the way He views and treats 
them (creative faith). 

• Jesus Himself avoided the wrong source:

Faith From and To



• “Now when he [Jesus] was in Jerusalem at the 
passover, in the feast day, many believed in his 
name, when they saw the miracles which he did. 
But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, 
because he knew all men, and needed not that any 
should testify of man: for he knew what was in 
man.” (John 2:23-25) 

• “Commit” is same verb as “believed.” Jesus “knew 
… what was in man”—it was not the Source of faith 
and love. But Jesus did have creative faith in men.

Faith From and To



• “What was in man” was actually a lack of faith, a 
need for faith, and unbelief’s tendency to believe 
only “when they saw the miracles.” 

• Jesus and Paul addressed this trait of the Jews. 
“An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a 
sign.” (Matt. 12:39). “The Jews require a sign.” (1 
Corinthians 1:22, 23). 

• Thus Jesus would give the sign of Jonah, and Paul 
preached “Christ crucified.”

Faith From and To



• The death and resurrection of Jesus was the 
greatest expression of love to and faith in sinners, 
not as the source but from the Source to the needy 
recipients.  

• “Christ would never have given His life for the 
human race if He had not faith in the souls for 
whom He died. He knew that a large number would 
respond to the love He had expressed for 
humanity.” (21MR 370.4)

Love From and To



• Jesus’ source: “The living Father hath sent me, and 
I live by the Father.” (John 6:57) 

• The Father was Jesus’ Source of love, life, faith, 
guidance. This enabled Jesus to show love to, and 
have faith in His fellow, needy human beings. 

• He thus avoided the danger of making the second 
of the great commandments, the first, of loving His 
neighbor above God (as Adam did).

Love From and To



• Love does not come from our loving God or our 
being obedient to Him. 

• Love comes from Him, and our loving obedience is 
only a response. 

• Consider this: “The LORD grant you that ye may 
find rest, each of you in the house of her husband.” 
(Ruth 1:9)

Love From and To



• “From the very first communication of God with 
them at Sinai, they [Israel] had been warned 
against idolatry. Immediately after the 
proclamation of the law the message was sent 
them by Moses concerning the nations of Canaan:

Wrong & Right Source



• “‘Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve 
them, nor do after their works: but thou shalt utterly 
overthrow them, and quite break down their 
images. And ye shall serve the Lord your God, and 
He shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will 
take sickness away from the midst of thee.’ 
Exodus 23:24, 25.” {PP 543.3} 

• Do we realize the sickness resulting from putting 
something else in the place of God?

Wrong & Right Source



• Sickness is only one form of suffering, but it is a 
very common one. Suffering in any form is a call for 
reflection and examination, under the Spirit’s 
guidance.  

• 1 Peter 2:20 describes two types of suffering: 

• 1.“Buffeted for your faults”: I am responsible. 

• 2. “Do well, and suffer”: I am not responsible.

Suffering



• 1. I am responsible: a call to repentance. I have 
failed to make God my love Source, or am blocking 
His love flowing through me. I have been living for 
self (not giving but taking). Now I am reaping the 
consequences. 

• 2. I am not responsible: a call to continue relying on 
God as my love Source, and to continue being a 
conduit of that love (what giving looks like in the 
presence of taking). Now I can suffer “for 
righteousness’ sake” (Matt. 5:10; 1 Pet. 3:14).

Which Type of Suffering?



• More on the second type (for which I am not 
responsible) 

• This is to what we are called (1 Peter 2:21) 

• It is the type of suffering Jesus experienced, and 
His example shows us both how to bear it, and 
the joy set before us: the healing of others (even 
those causing our suffering) (1 Peter 2:22-24). 

• “My name’s sake” / “Jesus’ sake” (many verses)

Second Type



• More on the second type (for which I am not 
responsible) 

• Story of Job 

• Connection to Jesus’ life

Second Type



• “It was generally believed by the Jews that sin is 
punished in this life. Every affliction was regarded 
as the penalty of some wrongdoing, either of the 
sufferer himself or of his parents. It is true that all 
suffering results from the transgression of God's 
law, but this truth had become perverted. Satan, 
the author of sin and all its results, had led men to 
look upon disease and death as proceeding from 
God,--as punishment arbitrarily inflicted on account 
of sin.

Sufferings of Christ



• “Hence one upon whom some great affliction or 
calamity had fallen had the additional burden of 
being regarded as a great sinner. 

• “Thus the way was prepared for the Jews to reject 
Jesus. He who ‘hath borne our griefs, and carried 
our sorrows’ was looked upon by the Jews as 
‘stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted;’ and they 
hid their faces from Him. Isaiah 53:4, 3.

Sufferings of Christ



• “God had given a lesson designed to prevent this. 
The history of Job had shown that suffering is 
inflicted by Satan, and is overruled by God for 
purposes of mercy. But Israel did not understand 
the lesson. The same error for which God had 
reproved the friends of Job was repeated by the 
Jews in their rejection of Christ.”  {DA 471.1-3}

Sufferings of Christ



• “The burden of sin, with its unrest and 
unsatisfied desires, lies at the very foundation of 
nine-tenths of all the maladies the sinner 
suffers. Christ is the mighty healer of the sin-sick 
soul. These poor afflicted ones need to have a 
clearer knowledge of Him whom to know aright is 
life eternal.

Wrong & Right Source



• “They need to be patiently and kindly, yet earnestly 
taught how to throw open the windows of the soul 
and let the sunlight of God's love come in to 
illuminate the darkened chambers of the 
mind….” {PH100 72.1} [edited version has these 
two additional sentences:] 

• “Complaints of weariness, loneliness, and 
dissatisfaction will then cease. Satisfying joys will 
give vigor to the mind and health and vital 
energy to the body.”  {CH 502.2}

Wrong & Right Source



• “Satan is the originator of disease; and the 
physician is warring against his work and power. 
Sickness of the mind prevails everywhere. Nine 
tenths of the diseases from which men suffer have 
their foundation here. Perhaps some living home 
trouble is, like a canker, eating to the very soul and 
weakening the life forces.

Wrong & Right Source



• “Remorse for sin sometimes undermines the 
constitution and unbalances the mind. There are 
erroneous doctrines also, as that of an eternally 
burning hell and the endless torment of the wicked, 
that, by giving exaggerated and distorted views 
of the character of God, have produced the same 
result upon sensitive minds.

Wrong & Right Source



• “Infidels have made the most of these unfortunate 
cases, attributing insanity to religion; but this is a 
gross libel and one which they will not be pleased 
to meet by and by. The religion of Christ, so far 
from being the cause of insanity, is one of its most 
effectual remedies; for it is a potent soother of 
the nerves.”  {5T 443.4} 

Wrong & Right Source



• “Oh, what rays of softness and beauty shone 
forth in the daily life of our Saviour! What 
sweetness flowed from His very presence! The 
same spirit will be revealed in His children. Those 
with whom Christ dwells will be surrounded with a 
divine atmosphere. Their white robes of purity will 
be fragrant with perfume from the garden of the 
Lord. Their faces will reflect light from His, 
brightening the path for stumbling and weary 
feet.” {FLB 267.7}

Love From and To



• “God is the source of life and light and joy to the 
universe. Like rays of light from the sun, blessings 
flow out from Him to all the creatures He has 
made. In His infinite love He has granted men the 
privilege of becoming partakers of the divine 
nature, and, in their turn, of diffusing blessings 
to their fellow men. This is the highest honor, the 
greatest joy, that it is possible for God to bestow 
upon men.

Love From and To



• “Those are brought nearest to their Creator who 
thus become participants in labors of love. He 
who refuses to  become a ‘laborer together with 
God,’--the man who for the sake of selfish 
indulgence ignores the wants of his fellow men, the 
miser who heaps up his treasures here,--is 
withholding from himself the richest blessing that 
God can give him.”  {CS 23.3}

Love From and To



• “May the Lord increase our faith and help us to 
see that He desires us all to become acquainted 
with His ministry of healing and with the mercy 
seat. He desires the light of His grace to shine 
forth from many places. He who understands the 
necessities of the situation arranges that 
advantages shall be brought to the workers in 
various places to enable them more effectually to 
arouse the attention of the people to the truths that 
make for deliverance from both physical and 
spiritual ills.”  {CH 501.3}

Love From and To



• “By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal 
God both to men and to angels. He was the Word 
of God,--God's thought made audible. In His 
prayer for His disciples He says, ‘I have declared 
unto them Thy name,’—‘merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and 
truth,’—‘that the love wherewith Thou hast loved 
Me may be in them, and I in them.’

Love From…



• “But not alone for His earthborn children was this 
revelation given. Our little world is the lesson book 
of the universe. God's wonderful purpose of grace, 
the mystery of redeeming love, is the theme into 
which ‘angels desire to look,’ and it will be their 
study throughout endless ages. Both the 
redeemed and the unfallen beings will find in the 
cross of Christ their science and their song.

Love From…



• “It will be seen that the glory shining in the face 
of Jesus is the glory of self-sacrificing love. In 
the light from Calvary it will be seen that the law of 
self-renouncing love is the law of life for earth 
and heaven; that the love which ‘seeketh not her 
own’ has its source in the heart of God; and that 
in the meek and lowly One is manifested the 
character of Him who dwelleth in the light which 
no man can approach unto.”  {DA 19.2}

Love From…



• “In his [Messiah’s] days Judah shall be saved, and 
Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name 
whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS.” (Jer 23:6) 

• “In those days shall Judah be saved, and 
Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name 
wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our 
righteousness.” (Jer 33:16) 

• “He” and “she” will have the same name!

Love From…



• Our love Source is indeed “The LORD our 
righteousness.” 

• “No weapon that is formed against thee shall 
prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against 
thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the 
heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their 
righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.” (Isa. 
54:17)

Love From…



• “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do 
fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, 
have taken us away.” (Isa. 64:6)

Love From…



• Doctor friend, Horst Mueller. ENT 
surgeon, practicing in Germany. 
God led him to address the 
simple roots of disease we have 
considered today. 

• He has atheists asking for a 
copy of the Bible after 
counseling with them for one 
hour.

Practical Story





Practical Story

• Resources: 

• LawOfLife.info 

• YouTube.com (search for Horst Mueller)




