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Introduction

• “To those who are teaching the truth, whose hearts are 
impure, and who have not been converted, Christ says,  
‘What hast thou to do to declare my statutes? Be ye 
clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.’ Oh, what truths 
we have--full of power, and it is not possible to 
controvert these Bible doctrines.... 
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Introduction

• “The truth we have set before us for the past few years, 
is immense in its importance, reaching into heaven and 
compassing eternity. Satan and his confederacy of evil 
have made every effort to cover up, to confuse minds, to 
make of none effect the precious, glorious truths of 
God’s word.
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Introduction

• “We are living in strangely solemn times, and at the very 
time when the people of God should be wide awake, and 
many are asleep or dead spiritually. There is great need 
of much work being done. Every individual member of 
the church should look to the Captain for 
orders.”  {PH002 25.2}  [Pamphlet #2, “Appeal and 
Suggestions to Conference Officers,” 1893]
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Introduction

• Introduction and overview of 10-part series entitled “The 
Truth versus the Lie”

• Launch from John 8:12-58: our study today

• Jesus: statements about “the truth”

• Reference to the origin of “the lie”

• Weave in connections to other studies
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Direction

• “The Bible is its own expositor. Scripture is to be 
compared with scripture. The student should learn to 
view the word as a whole, and to see the relation of its 
parts. He should gain a knowledge of its grand central 
theme, of God’s original purpose for the world, of the rise 
of the great controversy, and of the work of redemption.
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• “He should understand the nature of the two principles 
that are contending for supremacy, and should learn to 
trace their working through the records of history and 
prophecy, to the great consummation.
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Direction

• “He should understand the nature of the two principles 
that are contending for supremacy, and should learn to 
trace their working through the records of history and 
prophecy, to the great consummation.

Two Principles
--can we identify them, their “nature”?

--can we trace them, in “history and prophecy”?
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Direction

• “He should see how this controversy enters into every 
phase of human experience; how in every act of life he 
himself reveals the one or the other of the 
two antagonistic motives; and how, whether he will or 
not, he is even now deciding upon which side of the 
controversy he will be found.”  {Ed 190.2}
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• “He should see how this controversy enters into every 
phase of human experience; how in every act of life he 
himself reveals the one or the other of the 
two antagonistic motives; and how, whether he will or 
not, he is even now deciding upon which side of the 
controversy he will be found.”  {Ed 190.2}

Two Antagonistic Motives
--determines your side, your destiny!
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The Two Principles

• “Unselfishness, the principle of God’s kingdom, is the 
principle that Satan hates; its very existence he denies. 
From the beginning of the great controversy he has 
endeavored to prove God’s principles of action to be 
selfish, and he deals in the same way with all who serve 
God. To disprove Satan’s claim is the work of Christ and 
of all who bear His name.
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The Two Principles

• “It was to give in His own life an illustration of 
unselfishness that Jesus came in the form of humanity. 
And all who accept this principle are to be workers 
together with Him in demonstrating it in practical life. To 
choose the right because it is right; to stand for truth at 
the cost of suffering and sacrifice--‘this is the heritage of 
the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of 
Me, saith the Lord.’ Isaiah 54:17.”  {Ed 154.3&4}  
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Identifying ‘the Truth’

• John 8:12 and onward

• A dialogue between Jesus and His people, the Jews

• Build a series of contrasting concepts

• In this context “the truth” will begin to come into focus

• Simple, profound, shaking
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I AM (12) [I am not]

Light of the world Darkness

Life [Death]

[Not of self]

TRUE (14)

Know, came, go not Tell/Know

[Judge after the Spirit]
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essence of light?
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14

Looking unto Jesus we see that it is the glory 
of our God to give. “I do nothing of Myself,” 
said Christ; “the living Father hath sent Me, 

and I live by the Father.” “I seek not Mine own 
glory,” but the glory of Him that sent Me. John 
8:28; 6:57; 8:50; 7:18. In these words is set 

forth the great principle which is the law of life 
for the universe. All things Christ received 
from God, but He took to give.  {DA 21.2} 
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Daniel’s story, and dreams/visions: he 
understood the light! (Dan. 2:22); vivid 

accounts of both principles, the fall of two 
cities (Jerusalem: Dan. 1:1, repeated in NT 

times, predicted by Dan. 9:26; Babylon: Dan. 
5:30, 31, repeated in Revelation on a global 

scale with Daniel’s fourth kingdom)
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Identifying ‘the Truth’
Not Alone, Father sent (16) [Alone; only self]

Witness not alone (17, 18) [Witness alone, self]

I said [I AM: believe, live] (25)

When lifted up, know I AM (28) [Still reject evidence]

Nothing of Myself [Anything of self]

Father with Me, not alone (29) [Alone]

Always do things that please Him [Always displease Him]
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Nothing of Myself

Hebrews 11:6 faith!
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New Testament preaching: the apostles after 
Pentecost turned the world upside down by 

proclaiming by their lives “one string of golden 
truth”--demonstrating under the Spirit’s power 
what the freedom of “not of myself” looks like
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Final kingdom, final witness, and the end: 
showing one principle is eternal, the other 

temporary; this is the mission of the Advent 
Movement--as God bring the temporary 

principle to its final end, to proclaim by our 
lives what will last forever
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Jesus’ entire life witnessed to the 
truth; His medical missionary work 

(teaching, preaching, healing) 
demonstrated the principle. (John 

14:6; 18:37). When He left He 
promised “the Spirit of the truth” to 
guide us “into all the truth.” (John 

16:13)
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beginning reveals it was about what it 
is to be “like the Most High”-- “like 

God.” (Isa. 14:14; Gen. 3:5)
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Identifying ‘the Truth’
19

Israel repeated Daniel’s early story, rejecting 
the reforms of Jesus like they did those of 

Josiah and Jeremiah. (Dan. 9:24-27)
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Identifying ‘the Truth’
19

The sanctuary: continual (daily) interface of 
the two principles, and a yearly step-by-step, 

unfolding plan of victory
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Two Principles

• “The spirit of liberality is the spirit of heaven; the spirit of 
selfishness is the spirit of Satan. Christ’s self-sacrificing 
love is revealed upon the cross. He gave all He had, and 
then gave Himself, that man might be saved. The cross 
of Christ appeals to the benevolence of every follower of 
the blessed Saviour. The principle there illustrated is to 
give, give. This, carried out in actual benevolence and 
good works, is the true fruit of the Christian life.
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Greatest Deception

• “The greatest deception of the human mind in Christ’s 
day was that a mere assent to the truth constitutes 
righteousness. In all human experience a theoretical 
knowledge of the truth has been proved to be insufficient 
for the saving of the soul. It does not bring forth the fruits 
of righteousness. A jealous regard for what is termed 
theological truth often accompanies a hatred of 
genuine truth as made manifest in life....
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Greatest Deception

• “The same danger still exists. Many take it for granted 
that they are Christians, simply because they subscribe 
to certain theological tenets. But they have not brought 
the truth into practical life. They have not believed and 
loved it, therefore they have not received the power and 
grace that come through sanctification of the truth. 

23



Greatest Deception

• “The same danger still exists. Many take it for granted 
that they are Christians, simply because they subscribe 
to certain theological tenets. But they have not brought 
the truth into practical life. They have not believed and 
loved it, therefore they have not received the power and 
grace that come through sanctification of the truth. 

23



Greatest Deception

• “The same danger still exists. Many take it for granted 
that they are Christians, simply because they subscribe 
to certain theological tenets. But they have not brought 
the truth into practical life. They have not believed and 
loved it, therefore they have not received the power and 
grace that come through sanctification of the truth. 

23



Greatest Deception

• “The same danger still exists. Many take it for granted 
that they are Christians, simply because they subscribe 
to certain theological tenets. But they have not brought 
the truth into practical life. They have not believed and 
loved it, therefore they have not received the power and 
grace that come through sanctification of the truth. 

23



Greatest Deception

• “Men may profess faith in the truth; but if it does not 
make them sincere, kind, patient, forbearing, heavenly-
minded, it is a curse to its possessors, and through their 
influence it is a curse to the world.”  {DA 309.2&3}
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The Sealing

• After referencing Israel’s instructions to separate from 
the Egyptians before the plagues, and Hezekiah’s 
mistake in how he entertained the Babylonian 
ambassadors, the following statement was made.
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The Sealing

• “The work in Battle Creek is after the same order. The 
leaders in the sanitarium have mingled with unbelievers, 
admitting them to their councils, more or less, but it is 
like going to work with their eyes shut. They lack the 
discernment to see what is going to break upon us at 
any time. There is a spirit of desperation, of war and 
bloodshed, and that spirit will increase until the very 
close of time.
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The Sealing

• “Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their 
foreheads--it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, 
but a settling into the truth, both intellectually and 
spiritually, so they cannot be moved--just as soon as 
God’s people are sealed and prepared for the shaking, it 
will come. Indeed, it has begun already. The judgments 
of God are now upon the land, to give us warning, that 
we may know what is coming.”  {10MR 252.1; 1902} 
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Hidden Treasures

• “A transforming power attended the proclamation of the 
first and second angels’ messages, as it attends the 
message of the third angel. Lasting convictions were 
made upon human minds. The power of the Holy Spirit 
was manifested. There was diligent study of the 
Scriptures, point by point. Almost entire nights were 
devoted to earnest searching of the Word.
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Hidden Treasures

• “We searched for the truth as for hidden treasures. The 
Lord revealed Himself to us. Light was shed on the 
prophecies, and we knew that we received divine 
instruction.”  {17MR 11.2; 1896}
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2:10)
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• Do you desire to receive “a love of the truth”? (2 Thes. 
2:10)

• Do you want more than anything else to “know the truth” 
and be freed from sin by the selflessness of Jesus? (1 
Pet. 4:1)

• Do you want “the Spirit of the truth” to teach you what 
unselfishness looks like in all of life--in faith and practice, 
in doctrine and witness? (1 John 5:6)
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• Rest of slides: detailed verse-by-verse
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I AM (12) [I am not]

Light of  the world

Life [Death]

[Not of  self]

TRUE (14)

Know, came, go not Tell/Know

[Judge after the Spirit]
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